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MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — PERFORMANCE 

Motion 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [6.57 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to move the following motion — 

That this house condemns the Premier for his continued support of the Minister for Agriculture and Food 
despite her lack of knowledge of the industry and refusal to support WA’s farmers. 

I must say that I feel it is very appropriate for me to move this motion, being the member for Roe and also a farmer 
from the Katanning region. What I saw the other week at the Katanning live export rally was a real show of support 
for farmers. I am glad the Premier is here, because I was not happy with his comment that the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food is helping us to help ourselves. Seriously, the live export industry is one of the most important 
industries in agricultural Western Australia. It is worth $250 million a year. However, unfortunately we have an 
agriculture minister who is working towards her own agenda. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Sorry. I am not taking any interjections. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): The member is not taking any interjections, so can we all take 
a big deep breath. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 

I am trying to reflect the disappointment in our agricultural sector at the way in which our Minister for Agriculture 
and Food; Regional Development is undermining the portfolios that she is representing. I am just reflecting the 
feeling among my constituents. As I have said, I will give the minister credit for turning up at the rally in 
Katanning, because there are a lot of other people who would not have turned up on the day. I will certainly give 
the member credit for turning up and facing the music. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I have no control about other participants at the rally. However, the minister turned up and 
faced the music. It was good in a way that the minister got to sense the feeling at that rally. I think everyone was 
reasonably polite in general. That was a good indication that our farming sector is feeling disillusioned and as 
though it has been undermined. It is time our agriculture minister stood up for agriculture in Western Australia. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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